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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
filed August 21, 2007. Claims 2, 18, 20, 36, 37, 39 have been amended; claims 1 and 
19 are canceled; and claims 40-42 have been added. Therefore, claims 2-18 and 20-42 
are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 2,12-15, 17, 18, 20, 30-33, 35, 36 and 38-42 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Belfiore et al. (US Patent 6,009,459) ('Belfiore') in 
view of Mikheev (US Patent Application Publication 2002/0055919 A1). 

With respect to claims 2 and 20, Belfiore teaches: 

receiving a term in an input field (step 60 in Figure 4, column 5 lines 13-14); 

generating a user-context-dependent query (column 5 line 66 - column 6 line 1) 
based at least in part on a user context and the term, the search query for searching an 
article index for a first article identifier identifying a first article associated with the term 
(column 5 lines 14-17, 40-43, 60-67, column 6 lines 1, 30-55); 
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receiving the first article identifier (column 5 lines 47-48, column 6 lines 53-58); 

and 

displaying in a transient menu associated with the input field the first article 
identifier and at least one hyperlinked menu item (Figure 13B, column 8 lines 1-20). 

Belfiore does not teach the at least one hyperlinked menu item included within 
the first article. 

Mikheev teaches a method and system for gathering, organizing, and displaying 
information from data searches (see abstract), in which he teaches displaying search 
results, including a first article identifier and at least one hyperlinked menu item included 
within the first article (Figure 4). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Belfiore by the teaching of Mikheev because 
at least one hyperlinked menu item included within the first article would enable a 
complete listing of all search results, even those results having the same domain. The 
combination would further enable the presentation of search results in an organized, 
logical fashion that allows the user to focus on files in which the user is most interested 
(Mikheev, paragraph 6). 

With respect to claims 12 and 30, Belfiore as modified teaches wherein the input 
field comprises an address bar (Belfiore, element 84 in Figure 5, column 5 lines 1 1-13). 
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With respect to claims 13 and 31, Belfiore as modified teaches wherein the input 
field comprises a query-input field (Belfiore, element 84 in Figure 5, column 5 lines 11- 
13, column 4 lines 30-35). 

Belfiore teaches that the address box may be used to enter either URLs or 
search terms. 

With respect to claims 14 and 32, Belfiore as modified teaches wherein the input 
field comprises an article-integrated input field (Belfiore, element 84 in Figure 5, column 
5 lines 11-13). 

In paragraph 59 of the specification, applicant discloses that an article-integrated 
field may be a text box, and Belfiore teaches that his address box is a text box. 

With respect to claims 15 and 33, Belfiore as modified teaches wherein the first 
article comprises a web page (Belfiore, column 4 lines 3-7). 

With respect to claims 17 and 35, Belfiore as modified teaches further comprising 
searching a second article index for a second article identifier identifying a second 
article associated with the term (Mikheev, Figure 1 , paragraph 2); and 

displaying the second article identifier in the transient menu (Belfiore, column 8 
lines 1-11; Mikheev, Figure 4). 

Belfiore teaches that more than one search result (or article identifier) may be 
returned in the menu. 

With respect to claim 18, Belfiore as modified teaches: 
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receiving a term in a network browser address bar (Belfiore, step 60 in Figure 4, 
column 5 lines 13-14); 

generating a user-context dependent search query based at least in part on a 
user context and the term, the search query for searching an article index for a first URL 
identifying a first web page associated with the term (Belfiore, column 5 lines 14-17, 40- 
43, 60-67, column 6 lines 1 , 30-55); 

receiving the first URL (Belfiore, column 6 lines 55-57); and 

displaying in a transient menu near the network browser address bar the first 
URL and at least one hyperlinked menu item included within the first web page 
(Belfiore, Figures 11B and 13B, column 8 lines 1-11; Mikheev, Figure 4). 

With respect to claim 36, Belfiore as modified teaches wherein the additional 
article comprises a web page (Belfiore, Figure 13B; Mikheev, Figure 4). 

With respect to claim 38, Belfiore as modified teaches: 

receiving a select indication for the first URL (Belfiore, column 8 lines 20-22); and 
displaying the first web page associated with the first URL (Belfiore, column 8 
lines 22-27). 

With respect to claim 39, Belfiore as modified teaches: 

receiving a select indication for the additional URL (Belfiore, column 8 lines 20- 
22); and 
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displaying the first web page associated with the additional URL (Belfiore, 
column 8 lines 22-27). 

With respect to claims 40-42, Belfiore as modified teaches further comprising: 
searching the article index for an additional article identifier identifying an 

additional article associated with the term (column 5 lines 14-17, 40-43, 60-67, column 6 

lines 1, 30.-55); and 

displaying in the transient menu the additional article identifier (Figure 13B, 

column 8 lines 1-20) . 

3. Claims 3-8 and 21-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Belfiore et al. (US Patent 6,009,459) ('Belfiore') in view of Mikheev (US Patent 
Application Publication 2002/0055919 A1), as applied to claims 2,12-15, 17, 18, 20, 30- 
33, 35, 36, 38 and 39 above, and further in view of Konig et al. (US Patent 6,981 ,040) 
('Konig'). 

With respect to claims 3 and 21 , Belfiore as modified teaches claims 2 and 20. 

Belfiore as modified does not teach wherein the user context is based, at least in 
part, on a user action history comprising a plurality of user actions. 

Konig teaches automatic, personalized online information and product services 
(see abstract), in which he teaches wherein the user context is based, at least in part, 
on a user action history comprising a plurality of user actions (column 1 7 lines 1 3-40). 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have further modified Belfiore by the teaches of Konig 
because wherein the user context is based, at least in part, on a user action history 
comprising a plurality of user actions would enable transparent monitoring of user 
interactions to create a user model, which in turn could be used to provide a user with 
personalized information services, such as ranking of search results based on user 
interests (Konig, column 4 lines 22-34). 

With respect to claims 4 and 22, Belfiore as modified teaches wherein each of 
said user actions comprises a date/time parameter (Konig, Figures 4A-4D). 

With respect to claims 5 and 23, Belfiore as modified teaches wherein displaying 
the first article identifier comprises displaying the first article identifier in accordance with 
a user preference (Konig, column 17 lines 41-47, column 27 lines 42-48). 

With respect to claims 6 and 24, Belfiore as modified teaches further comprising 
receiving the user preference (Konig, column 17 lines 41-47). 

With respect to claims 7 and 25, Belfiore as modified teaches further comprising 
determining the user preference based, at least in part, on a user action history 
comprising a plurality of user actions (Konig, column 17 lines 13-40). 
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With respect to claims 8 and 26, Belfiore as modified teaches further comprising 
determining the user preference based, at least in part, on a system analysis (Konig, 
column 5 lines 50-52). 

4. Claims 9-11 and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Belfiore et al. (US Patent 6,009,459) ('Belfiore') in view of Mikheev 
(US Patent Application Publication 2002/0055919 A1), as applied to claims 2,12-15, 17, 
1 8, 20, 30-33, 35, 36, 38 and 39 above, and further in view of Sommerer et al. (US 
Patent Application Publication 2004/0003351 A1) ('Sommerer'). 

With respect to claims 9 and 27, Belfiore as modified teaches a transient menu 
near the input field (Belfiore, Figure 13B, column 8 lines 1-1 1). 

Belfiore as modified does not explicitly disclose that the menu is a drop-down 

menu. 

Sommerer teaches navigating a resource browser session (see abstract) in 
which he teaches a drop-down menu near an input field (Figure 3, paragraph 57). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified further Belfiore by the teaching of Sommerer 
because a drop-down menu near an input field would enable a browser session 
navigation tool that allows users to browse previously viewed resource pages, and more 
specifically allow users to search the record of their browsing experience during the 
browsing session (Sommerer, abstract); thus providing more search capabilities to 
Belfiore's invention. 
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With respect to claims 10 and 28, Belfiore as modified teaches wherein the 
transient menu comprises a pop-up menu near the input field (Sommerer, paragraph 
29, 51 and 76). 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 29, Belfiore as modified teaches wherein the 
transient menu comprises a slide-out menu near the input field (Sommerer, paragraph 
29). 

5. Claims 16, 34 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Belfiore et al. (US Patent 6,009,459) ("Belfiore") in view of Mikheev (US Patent 
Application Publication 2002/0055919 A1), as applied to claims 2,12-15, 17, 18, 20, 30- 
33, 35, 36, 38 and 39 above, and further in view of Dumais et al. (US Patent Application 
Publication 2004/0267730 A1) ('Dumais'). 

With respect to claims 16 and 34, Belfiore as modified teaches claims 2 and 20; 

Belfiore as modified does not teach wherein the first article comprises an article 
stored on a client device. 

Dumais teaches systems and methods for performing background queries from 
content and activity (see abstract), in which he teaches wherein the first article 
comprises an article stored on a client device (paragraph 34). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have further modified Belfiore by the teaching of Dumais 
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because wherein the article comprises an article stored on a client device would enable 
the creation of a content index of accessed data items, comprising information from 
local data locations as well as web information. This context index, in turn, could be 
used in the generation of queries to find useful information. 

With respect to claim 37, Belfiore as modified teaches wherein the additional 
article comprises an article stored in a client device (Dumais, paragraph 34). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed August 21, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argues that cited references do not teach displaying in a 
transient menu a first article identifier and at least one hyperlinked menu item included 
within the first article. Belfiore teaches display search results in a transient menu 
(Figure 13B). The search results displayed are URLs and thus represent hyperlinked 
menu items. As stated above, Belfiore does not teach that at least one menu item is 
included within the first article or web page. Mikheev, however, teaches displaying 
search results including hyperlinked menu items included within a first article or web 
page (Figure 4). Therefore, Belfiore in view of Mikheev does in fact teach the limitations 
of independent claims 1,18 and 20. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alicia M. Lewis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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5599. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9 - 6:30, alternate 
Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on 571-272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for. 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Alicia Lewis 
October 27, 2007 



CHARLES RONES 
SUPERVISORY RATENT EXAMINER 



